
Superintendent’s Report 
September 27, 2012 

 
Visit by Administrators from China 
On Friday, September 21, 2012, we were visited by 21 Administrators from the Hunan Province of China.  
They visited the middle school in the morning, toured classrooms and enjoyed a dance performance.  In 
the afternoon they met with Board Members and Mayor Levine at Franklin High School.  Mr. Bevere led a 
tour of that impressive facility as well.  There was an opportunity for photo-taking and conversation 
between our visitors and students from the high school Mandarin program. 
   
Special thanks to all who made this such a memorable day, especially Phyllis Bruno who was the point 
person for this project; Ammon Barksdale and his staff at the middle school; Aaron Ramos for 
coordinating the dance routine; our excellent middle school dance students; the Directors and 
Supervisors who served as tour guides at the middle school and Jeff Linn, teacher from Hillcrest School, 
for his translation expertise.  Thanks also to James Bevere and his staff at Franklin High School; Security 
Director George Roberts and his staff who kept all of the activities moving; Mandarin teacher Lijuan Yan 
and her students and our food services and custodial staff. 
   
I would like to extend a special thank you to Paul Goldberg of the UFO Salon who donated items which 
were included in the gift bags given to our guests.  
 
Week of Respect  
Monday, October 1, 2012 marks the beginning of Week of Respect, the week dedicated to awareness of 
bullying issues.  Activities have been planned for all grade levels and are posted on the district website on 
the School Safety Harassment, Intimidation and Bullying page.  Some of those activities include 
Councilman Rajiv Prasad’s small group presentations entitled “Peace Among Peers”; Cultural Awareness 
Days where student will be encouraged to wear their cultural garments to celebrate all cultures; Assembly 
Programs “Me at My Best” & “Piercing the Darkness” and classroom discussions about respect. 
   
New Jersey Department of Education Monitoring 
On tonight’s agenda is the corrective action plan which we submitted in response to the Department of 
Education monitoring which took place at the end of our last school year. 
 
Offer from Comcast   
We have recently received information from Comcast regarding a special offer for those families who 
qualify for free and reduced lunch.  This information will be available on our website tomorrow and in the 
main offices of our schools next week.     
 
Personnel Update 
Interviews are underway for the positions of Supervisor of Mathematics K-5; Supervisor of Math and 
Science 5-8; Director of Assessment and Accountability, and Middle School Principal. There is currently 
one staff member suspended with pay as of 9/1/2012.  
 
Strategic Plan   
Finally, I would like to remind everyone about our Community Meeting this Saturday, September 29, 2012 
from 10 AM – 12 PM in the cafeteria of Franklin High School.  The purpose of this meeting, which will be 
facilitated by Dr. Charles Ivory, will be to receive feedback on the Strategic Plan draft.  The goals of the 
Strategic Plan, as well as some background information, will be available in the district administrative 
offices tomorrow and posted on the district website following tonight’s meeting.  I look forward to seeing 
everyone at the meeting on Saturday.  If you are unable to attend you may submit your comments via the 
email address noted on the website or at the district office. 
   
If you can attend the meeting, please stay for Warrior Football on the high school athletic field beginning 
at 1:00 PM. 
 


